Transfer to the

PACIFIC ELECTRIC

By Wilson Bryant

The self-proclaimed largest electric interurban railroad in the world, at its peak the
Pacific Electric Railway operated over 700 miles of trackage in a system that spread
out in all directions from Los Angeles, CA. Organized independently by Southern
Pacific Railroad president Henry Huntington in 1901, the Pacific Electric gained
control of several existing trolley lines, and then embarked on an ambitious program
of construction that created a vast network of suburban and interurban routes.

In 1911, the Southern Pacific obtained majority ownership in the company’s stock,
and the various subsidiaries were consolidated into the Pacific Electric Railway. A line
to San Bernardino was constructed and a modernization program was implemented,
making the PE one of the most extensive and well-run interurban operations in the
nation. Freight service was also offered, in connection with owner Southern Pacific,
and over 1000 passenger trains per day departed from the Los Angeles hub.

Like many other trolley lines, the depression had a negative impact on the revenues
of the Pacific Electric. However, service levels remained high throughout the 1930°s,
and it was not until the early 1940’s that cars began to cease running on lighter density
lines. After a brief resurgence of traffic during World War II, many routes were sold
to bus lines, and in 1957, the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority was formed
to assume all remaining operations. The last passenger train ran on April §, 1961 on
the Long Beach Line.

For several years, the Pacific Electric Railway continued to operate freight trains
for its parent Southern Pacific, using diesels as motive power. The company was
finally merged into the SP on August 13, 1965. Today, some former Pacific Electric
lines remain in service on Southern Pacific successor Union Pacific, but the days of
interurban electric cars scooting past on a seven minute headway are only a memory.
Small pieces of memorabilia, such as timetables and transfer tickets are all that
remain. In the following pages, enjoy a brief trip back to the days when you could
still transfer to the Pacific Electric Railway.

EFFECTIVE SEPT. 4, 1944
11

TIME
TABLE

LOS ANGELES TERMINAL
Sixth and Main Sts. (Northeast Corner)

Pasadena Short Line

Pasadenajaak Knoll
Line

Subject to Change Without Noties

ROUTE IN LOS ANGELES

to Los Angel t om Aliso St.,
south om San Pedro St. and west om Sixth
St. to Main St

Outbound from Los

Ink

Angeles—From Sixth
and Main Sts. (Northeast Cormer), morth
on Main St., east on First St., north on

Loas Angeles St., and east on Aliso St

Schedule 11-11

H. O. MARLER

Passenger Traffic Manager
Les Angeles

20M—8-15-44
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Pacific Electric Rallway Continued from Page 10
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Pacific Electric Railway

Continued from Page 11

Below is a transfer for the various
lines of the Northern District, including
the 60 mile interurban route to San
Bernardino. At right is a transfer from
the lines of the Western District, which
was formerly part of the Los Angeles
Pacific electric system prior to the
1911 merger. Author’s collection.

a
-

Pacific Electric Ry. Co.

SUBURBAN TRANSFER
FORM T. N. 4

Goad for one continuous trip
in same general direction
to station or zone punched,
subject to tarifi regulations,
if presented at proper trans-
fer point within time pun-
ched,

: 2o
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At right, timetable for service on the
San Bernardino Line, cut back to
Covina in 1941. Author’s collection.
Above right, Pacific Electric Railway
Adlake lantern, photo courtesy of
Railroad Memories Auctions.
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EFFECTIVE MAY 31, 1944 !

LOS ANGELES TERMINAL
Main St. Station, 616 So. Main St

COVINA RAIL LINE

Los Angeles - El Monte -
Baldwin Park - Covina

LOS ANGELES—POMONA
VIA COVINA
MOTOR COACH LINE
Los Angeles - Baldwin Park -
Covina - San Dimas -
Pomina

AGENTS
HEELES—Maln St. Bistion, 8§10 Se. Mula
qusf. ‘Plﬂ!} TU. 7272, x
LOS ANBELES—Civio Center, Phillp Moriel, lnw.,
122 Wast First St.

EL MONTE—2i6 So. Tyler . Ph. Budiong S8TS.

COVINA—225 E. Badllle. Phooe 18481

SAN DIMAS—(P. E. Sia)—308 N. San Dimaa
Ave, Phome 1851,

LA VERNE—Orangs & D St.  Phens 1247,

POMONA—4th and Garey. Fheme 884,

Subject to Change Without Notice
Schedule 8-17 20M—6-13-44
H.O. MARLER

Passenger Tralfic Monager
Les Angeles



